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October 1, 2020 
 
Dear Roosevelt Union Free School District Faculty and Staff,  
  

It is with elation, excitement, and effervescence that I return to serve the 
Roosevelt Union Free School District (RUFSD) community.  I would be 
remiss if I did not properly extend my gratitude to the Board of Education, 
and to those of you who so graciously extended a warm welcome upon 
my return, as well as take the opportunity to appreciate Ms. Eva Demyen, 
Acting Superintendent, and Ms. Michelle Van Eyken, Deputy 
Superintendent for their leadership and support of the District.  
   
During my transition back to the District, I reflected on the nature of 
collective responsibility and collaboration that exists and supports the 
work of educating the whole child. It is this nature that fueled the upward 
trajectory of the RUFSD in 2015 and drives my return in 2020 to continue 
this great work.  
  

Roosevelt Union Free School District, we will rise! While the COVID-19 pandemic has refashioned how we 
conduct the business of education globally, this new reality has not shifted my belief of high expectations 
for the District or the children we serve.  With unwavering confidence in and commitment to our students, 
let us move forward with the collective mission of securing and supporting the health and safety of our 
students and staff, challenging one another to manifest proficiency in all that we do.   
   
As your Superintendent, I am truly energized to rejoin the Roosevelt Union Free School District 
family.  Together, we will continue to cultivate an environment that is conducive to learning, catapulting 
our District to new heights of success.   
 
Sincerely,  
  
Dr. Deborah L. Wortham  
Superintendent of Schools  
 
 

“Higher Expectations for ALL Learners” 


